
OUR LADY OF THE HILLS 
The Catholic Community of Adams and Highland Counties 

SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH 
ST. MARY CHURCH 

212 S. High St .• Hillsboro, OH 45133 

937-403-2510• edbourdase@yahoo.com 
www.saintmaryhillsboro.org 

Masses Sat. 5:30 p.m. Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

Tues. 9:15 a.m. Thurs. 7:00 p.m. 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

612 E. Mulberry St. • West Union, OH 45693 

937-544-2757 • secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

www.holytrinity-ac.org 

Masses Sat. 5:00 p.m. Sun. 11 :00 a.m. 

Mon. 7:00 p.m. Wed. 9:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m. 

FR. MIKE PARANIUK, PASTOR 

937-403-2510 • edbourdase@yahoo.com

ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH 

204 S. Second St.• Greenfield, OH 45123 

937-981-2785 • stbenignus@gmail.com

www.stbenignus.com 

Masses Sat. 3:30 p.m. Sun. 12:00 p.m. 

Tues. 11:00 a.m. Fri. 12:00 p.m. 

ST. MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH 

205 Wendell Ave. • Peebles, OH 45660 

937-544-2757 • secretary@holytrinity-ac.org

www.holytrinity-ac.org 

Masses Sun. 8:30 a.m. 

Tues. 9:00 a.m. Thurs. 9:00 a.m. 

FR. MARK BREDESTEGE, VICAR 

937-637-8035 • frbredestege@holytrinity-ac.org
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ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

CONFESSION (RECONCILIATION): CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE 
BEFORE THE MASSES OR BY APPOINTMENT.

ROSARY EVERY SUNDAY AT 7:40 A.M. AT ST. MARY CHURCH
Sunday, January 7, 2024
 8:00 a.m. St. Mary – Mike Germann & Ed Cadwallader 
	 	  (Betty	Germann	&	Jane	Cadwallader)
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 9:45 A.M. EVERY SUNDAY BEFORE 
10:00 A.M. MASS AT ST. MARY CHURCH 
 10:00 a.m. St. Mary – Tim	Furbee,	David	Beaver,	and	
	 	  Cameron	Boatman	(St.	Mary	Church	Parishioners)
 Noon St. Benignus – Nancy,	Joyce,	Lucy,	Sister	of	
	 	  Gene	Kropfelder	(St.	Benignus	Seniors)
  Fr. Mark Bredestege

Tuesday January 9, 2024
 9:15 a.m. St. Mary – Pilar	Minoza	(Dr.	Mesina)
ROSARY EVERY TUESDAY AT 11:00 A.M. AT ST BENIGNUS 
CHURCH
 11:30 a.m. St. Benignus – Rosemary	Kropfelder	(Alba	Shanks)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk 

ROSARY EVERY THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M. AT ST MARY CHURCH
Thursday January 11, 2024
 7:00 p.m. St. Mary – Healing	for	Sandy	Singer	(Mary	Tamborski)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk 

Friday, January 12, 2024
 Noon St. Benignus – Zaldy	Bucayn,	Andy	Grubb	&	The	
	 	  Maimome	Family	(Bob	Dye)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk 

Saturday, January 13, 2024
 3:30 p.m. St. Benignus – Pam	Hester	(Sharyn	Salzano,	Patti	Baldwin	
	 	  &	Sue	Hallows)
 5:30 p.m. St. Mary – Buck	Wilkin	(Howland	Family)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk 

Sunday, January 14, 2024
 8:00 a.m. St. Mary – Ed	Cadwallader	Anniversary	of	Passing	Jan.	7th	
	 	  (Jonda	&	Charles	Davidson)
 10:00 a.m. St. Mary – Charles	Elking	(Elking	Family)
 Noon St. Benignus – Kathy	Dye		(The	DeBruin	Family)
  Fr. Mike Paraniuk 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR WAYS TO EXPERIENCE GOD? 
MEMBERS OF THE ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY 
INVITE YOU TO SHARE IN THE MINISTRY OF 

EXPERIENCING GOD IN SERVING PEOPLE LIVING IN POVERTY.	We	see	
Christ	in	our	neighbors	in	need,	and	when	we	see	Christ,	we	experience	
God.	 Please	 contact	 the	 President	 of	 St.	 Vincent	 de	 Paul	 at	 St.	Mary’s,	
George	Sakash,	at	937-205-0919.

COMING IN 2024: OUR LADY OF THE HILLS FAMILY WILL BE 
PARTICIPATING IN A PARISH-WIDE SURVEY! (DMI) Disciple Maker Index 
Survey	is	an	anonymous	survey	of	parishioners	that	provides	insights	into	the	
level	of	missionary	discipleship	in	the	parish	in	addition	to	the	effectiveness	
of	 the	Mass	 experience,	 preaching	 and	 other	 aspects	 of	 the	 parish.	 The	
survey	will	take	10-15	minutes	and	can	be	done	online	or	in	paper	form,	if	
you	have	no	access	to	the	internet.	More information will be coming soon!
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PLEASE PRAY FOR
Remember	 in	your	prayers	 those	parishioners	or	 their	 family	or	 friends	
who	are	 sick,	 in	 the	hospital,	 nursing	home,	homebound	or	 in	need	of	
prayers…

ST. BENIGNUS & ST. MARY PRAYER LIST
Jeff	Hadley,	 Theresa	 Shackelford,	 Cathy	 Thompson,	 Teresa	 Staten,	 Edna	
Maxwell,	 Jean	 Smith,	 Howard	 Smith,	 Lide	 Parker,	 Laura	 Sprauer,	Nancy	
Bushelman,	Dale	Martin,	Karen	Griffith,	Kathy	Birchfield,	Bill	Combs,	Joe	
Trimpe,	Sandy	Singer

** To Add/Remove from Parish Prayer List, please inform the office at St. 
Mary, 937-840-9932 or leave a note in the collection basket at St. Mary 
or St. Benignus.**

** HELP NEEDED **
After Mass on Sunday, January 7 at St. Benignus, please help take down 

Christmas Decor.

ST. MARY COLLECTION DECEMBER 31, 2023 & JANUARY 1, 2024
Weekly Need $ 6,500.00
Weekly Collection $ 16,471.00
Variance $ + 9,971.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED $ 175,500.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED $ 166,544.00
VARIANCE $ - 8,956.00

ST. BENIGNUS COLLECTION DECEMBER 31, 2023
Weekly Need $ 1,900.00
Weekly Collection $ 2,024.00
Variance $ + 124.00
FISCAL YEAR NEED $ 51,300.00
FISCAL YEAR COLLECTED $ 68,312.00
VARIANCE $ + 17,012.00

Thank You for your Generosity!

BULLETIN DEADLINE
**	 Please	 submit	 by	 Monday	 10:00	 a.m.	 in	 writing	 or	 e-mail	
justleahatstmary@gmail.com	or	submit	in	my	mailbox	located	at	the	front	
of	the	school	or	call	the	office	at	937-840-9932.**

              $85,683.82 Debt	on	Fr.	Luehrmann	Hall.

ST. MARY PROGRAM CONTACTS
St. Vincent de Paul: George Sakash; Contact: 937-205-0919
Knights of Columbus: Grand Knight: Jim Hehl; 937-661-4835
RCIA: Joyce Combs; Contact: 937-403-6708
Parish School of Religion (Grades Pre-K through 12th Grade)
 Michelle Vanzant Salyer; 
 Contact: 937-840-9932 or stmarycre119@gmail.com
Choir Director: Lynn Turner; Contact: 937-763-8522
Pro-Life Representative: Mary Tamborski; Contact: 937-205-4458
St. Mary Church Office: Contact: 937-840-9932

ST. BENIGNUS PROGRAM CONTACTS
St. Vincent de Paul: Gene DeBruin; Contact: 937-981-2785
Knights of Columbus: Grand Knight: Bruce Bennett, Sr.;
 Contact: 740-471-5022
RCIA: Contact: 937-981-2785, stbenignus@gmail.com 
Parish School of Religion: Chyane Collins; Contact: 740-572-2101
 or chyanecollins@gmail.com
 Bruce Bennett Jr.; Contact:740-572-2085
 or bennettb@greatoaks.com
Ladies Aux: President: Paula Miller
Contact:937-876-9883    
St. Benignus Cemetery: Contact: 937-981-2785
 stbenignus@gmail.com
Pro-Life Representative: Mary Tamborski; Contact: 937-205-4458
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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD                                                                JANUARY 7, 2024 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Is 60:1-6 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. 
See, darkness covers the earth, 
and thick clouds cover the peoples; 
but upon you the LORD shines, 
and over you appears his glory. 
Nations shall walk by your light, 
and kings by your shining radiance. 
Raise your eyes and look about; 
they all gather and come to you: 
your sons come from afar, 
and your daughters in the arms of their nurses. 
 

Then you shall be radiant at what you see, 
your heart shall throb and overflow, 
for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, 
the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. 
Caravans of camels shall fill you, 
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; 
all from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold and frankincense, 
and proclaiming the praises of the LORD. 

 

The Word of the LORD. 

ST. MARY CHURCH OFFERING TAX DOCUMENTATION –	 If	 you	need	
your	2023	St.	Mary	Church	Offering,	please	contact	Leah	at	 the	Church	
Office	937-840-9932	or	Cell/Text	937-205-3038.

MEN INQUIRING ABOUT THE PERMANENT DIACONATE	–	Any	man	who	
may	be	discerning	a	possible	vocation	to	serve	the	Church	as	a	Permanent	
Deacon	should	contact	Deacon	Mark	Machuga,	Director	of	the	Office	of	
the	 Diaconate,	 to	 discuss	 the	 discernment	 process,	 prerequisites,	 and	
the	 formation	 cycle.	 Deacon	Mark	 can	 be	 reached	 at	 513-263-6641	 or	
deaconoffice@catholicaoc.org.

2024 ST. BENIGNUS SIGN UP
Offertory (Money Counters) Counters Needed – Please sign up on the 
sheet located at the back of the church. You will help count, prepare and 
sign off on the offertory church collections.

St. Benignus Funeral Luncheon Committee – Please sign up on the sheet 
located at the back of the church. You would be called only when the 
church is providing a funeral meal for a family.

Sacristan Requested: Open/Close the church and prepare the altar for 
mass weekdays or weekends. Please sign up on the sheet located at the 
back of the church. Training will be provided.

2024 ST. MARY FUNERAL
LUNCHEON COMMITTEE SIGN UP

St. Mary Funeral Luncheon Committee – Please	 sign	 up	 on	 the	 sheet	
located	at	 the	back	of	 the	church	by	the	bulletins.	You	would	be	called	
only	when	the	church	is	providing	a	funeral	meal	for	a	family. 

Thank You to all who helped in 2023 and continue do so in 2024!

Our Lady of the Hills Family!
Stewardship Team Gathering
When: January 10, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
Where:	St.	Benignus	Church	(204	S.	Second	Street	Greenfield, 
Ohio	45123)

Point	Person:	Fr.	Mark	Bredestege,	Vicar	at	937-637-8035	or	
  frbredestege@holytrinty-ac.org

Evangelization Team Gathering
When: January 14, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. 
Where:	Holy	Trinity	Church	
  (612	E.	Mulberry	Street	West	Union,	Ohio	45693)
Point	Person:	Fr.	Mark	Bredestege,	Vicar	at	937-637-8035	or	
  frbredestege@holytrinty-ac.org

Love in Action Team Gathering
When: January 27, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. 
Where:	St.	Mary	Queen	of	Heaven	
  (205	Wendell	Avenue	Peebles,	Ohio	45660)
Point	Person:	Michelle	Vanzant-Salyer	at	937-840-9932	or	
  stmarycre119@gmail.com

Birthday Blessings!
January	8	–	Willow	Becker

January	9	–	Steve	Hauser,	Charles	Wise	
January	10	–	Lisa	House

January	11	–	Dick	Davis,	Michael	Thery
January	12	–	Thomas	Hovan,	Lena	Moenster,	James	Taylor

January	13	–	Mark	Hampton,	George	Wehner
January	14	–	Teresa	Burden,	Allison	Gillespie,	Jeff	Rossolot

DATES TO REMEMBER
Sunday, January 7, 2024
	 8:45-9:50	a.m.	 PSR	Resumes – St. Mary
	 10:30	a.m. No	PSR – St. Benignus
	 11:00	a.m.-12:30	p.m.	 St.	Mary	Youth	Group – St. Mary
Sunday, January 14, 2024
 10:30	a.m. PSR	– St. Beningus

St. Mary Church BINGO Income – Total since May 5: $10,084.25
Bingo Team 1 (February 2, 2024)

Anne Lerch, Taryn Hastings, Jane Horne, Barb Rayburn, 
Michelle Salyer, Josh Pohlman, Tom Moran

SAVE THE DATE: FEBRUARY 10, 2024
“Being	 Authentically	 Catholic	 in	 a	 Difficult	 Culture	 ~	 Maybe	 You	Were	
Born	for	Such	a	Time	as	This”	is	the	title	of	a	retreat	that	will	be	held	at	 
St.	 Stephen	 Parish,	 3804	 Eastern	 Avenue,	 Cincinnati,	 45226.	 Fr.	 David	
Endres	will	start	the	day	with	Holy	Mass	at	8:30	a.m.	He	will	give	a	brief	
history	of	the	Catholic	Church	and	very	difficult	times	through	which	he	
valiantly	survived.	Short	presentations	by	gifted	speakers	will	be	followed	
by	small	group	discussions	that	will	give	great	hope	and	new	insights	that	
will	help	you	navigate	the	future.	The	retreat	will	end	at	3:00	p.m.	Prayer	
teams	will	be	available	at	the	end	of	the	retreat.	Please	bring	a	bag	lunch	
to	enjoy	fellowship	at	the	break.	Baby	sitting	 in	a	room	adjacent	to	the	
retreat	will	be	available	for	those	who	register	early.

More	details	and	a	registration	link	can	be	found	
at:	www.presentationministries.com	–	
Just	scroll	down	to	find	the	list	of	retreats	or	call	
513-373-2397.	Mark	your	calendars	now!	Invite	
a	 friend	to	register	with	you!	Cost	 is	a	 freewill	

offering,	so	everyone	can	afford	to	attend.

JANUARY CLERGY COMMUNICATIONS
INVITATION TO CONSECRATION OF ASHLEY FITZGERALD ROBERTS –  
The	Archdiocesan	Office	of	Consecrated	 Life	 requests	 your	presence	as	
Ashley	Fitzgerald	Roberts	is	consecrated	to	a	Life	of	Virginity	Lived	in	the	
World	at	the	hands	of	the	Most	Reverend	Dennis	M.	Schnurr	on	Saturday, 
January 13, 2024	 at	 11:00	 a.m.,	 at	 the	 Cathedral	 Basilica	 of	 St.	 Peter	
in	 Chains,	 325	W.	 Eighth	 Street,	 Cincinnati,	OH	45202.	 The	 gift	 of	 your	
presence	is	the	best	present	and	the	only	gift	desired.	

THANKS FOR YOUR DONATION TO THE RETIREMENT FUND FOR 
RELIGIOUS –	 Your	 unwavering	 generosity	 provided	 critical	 funding	 to	
thousands	 of	 women	 and	 men	 religious	 who	 benefit	 from	 financial	
assistance.	If	you	wish	to	further	support	our	retired	religious	or	missed	
the	 collection	 on	 December	 9	 and	 10,	 please	 go	 to	 https://resources.
catholicaoc.org/offices/consecrated-life/retirement-fund-for-religious.



ST. MARY CHURCH ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS OF CHILDREN –	Are	you	caring	for	a	
child	with	special	health	or	behavioral	needs?	As	a	parent	or	grandparent,	
do	 you	 feel	 overwhelmed	 and	 overextended?	 Learn	 how	 to	 get	 out	 of	
crisis	mode	and	begin	managing	 caregiving	 from	an	empowered	place.	
Powerful	 Tools	 for	 Caregivers	 self-care	 class	 sessions	 are	 starting	 in	
January.	 Classes	meet	 for	 six	 sessions	 and	 are	 limited	 to	 15	 caregivers	
per	 class.	 Classes	 take	 place	 Thursdays	 from	 5:30-7:30	 p.m.,	 starting	 
January 25	 at	 the	Madisonville	 Education	 and	 Assistance	 Center,	 4600	
Erie	Ave,	45227.	 If	 you	know	of	a	caregiver	who	needs	encouragement	
and	 support,	 or	would	 like	 to	 register	 for	 one	 of	 our	 programs,	 please	
tell	 them	 about	 our	 Caregiver	 Assistance	 Network	 and	 have	 them	 call	
Angie	Homoelle	at	513-672-3834,	or	visit	our	website	at	https://ccswoh.
org/programs/caregiver-assistancenetwork/	 for	 our	 program	 calendar.	
The	 Caregiver	 Assistance	 Network	 is	 a	 program	 of	 Catholic	 Charities	
Southwestern	Ohio,	funded	through	the	Council	on	Aging.	

POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS OF ADULTS –	Are	you	caring	for	an	
adult	with	a	chronic	condition?	As	a	spouse,	parent,	sibling	or	adult	child,	
do	you	feel	overwhelmed	and	overextended?	Learn	how	to	get	out	of	crisis	
mode	and	begin	managing	caregiving	from	an	empowered	place.	Powerful	
Tools	for	Caregivers	self-care	class	sessions	are	starting	in	January.	Classes	
meet	 for	 six	 sessions	 and	 are	 limited	 to	 15	 caregivers	 per	 class.	 Check	
out	 these	 upcoming	 Powerful	 Tools	 sessions	 for	 Caregivers	 of	 Adults:	 •	
Thursdays	 from	 3:30-5:00	 p.m.,	 starting	 January 11 at	 Green	 Township	
Senior	Center,	3620	Epley	Lane,	Cincinnati,	OH	45247	•	Fridays	from	9:30-
11:00	a.m.,	starting	January 19	at	UC-West	Chester	Physicians	Office	South,	
7675	Wellness	Way,	West	Chester,	OH	45069	•	Mondays from	2:00-3:30	
p.m.,	 starting	February 5	 at	Ohio	 Living	Mt.	 Pleasant,	 225	Britton	 Lane,	
Monroe,	OH	45050.	If	you	know	of	a	caregiver	who	needs	encouragement	
and	 support,	 or	 would	 like	 to	 register	 for	 one	 of	 our	 programs,	 please	
tell	 them	 about	 our	 Caregiver	 Assistance	 Network	 and	 have	 them	 call	
Angie	Homoelle	at	513-672-3834,	or	visit	our	website	at	https://ccswoh.
org/programs/caregiver-assistancenetwork/	 for	 our	 program	 calendar.	
The	 Caregiver	 Assistance	 Network	 is	 a	 program	 of	 Catholic	 Charities	
Southwestern	Ohio,	funded	through	the	Council	on	Aging

THE PARENT PROJECT –	 The	 “Why	Try”	 program	 for	 teens	 11-17	 years	
of	 age,	 offered	 by	 Catholic	 Charities	 Southwestern	 Ohio,	 uses	 a	 series	
of	 ten	visual	metaphors	 to	 teach	vital	 social,	emotional,	and	 leadership	
principles.	The	program’s	unique	multisensory	approach	caters	to	every	
learning	type.	The	class	runs	at	the	same	time	as	the	Parenting	Classes	and	
the	teen	must	have	a	parent	in	the	parenting	class	to	be	able	to	attend.	
When: January 25-March 14,	 6:00-8:00	 p.m.	 (each	 Thursday	 for	 10	
weeks).	Where: Zoom	time.	Cost: Free	to	Butler	County	Residents.	(Other	
counties	are	welcome	to	join	us.	You	simply	have	to	pay	for	the	syllabus,	
which	is	$31.00,	plus	shipping	and	handling.)	Questions?	Please	contact	
Patsy	Bolden	at	pbolden@ccswoh.org	or	at	513-867-7072.	

LOVING SOLUTIONS: A PARENT’S GUIDE TO RAISING TOUGH KIDS,  
AGES 5-10 –	 This	 class,	 provided	 by	 Catholic	 Charities	 Southwestern	
Ohio,	will	 help	 you:	 •	 Learn	 how	 to	 never	 argue	with	 your	 child	 again	
•	 Improve	 school	 performance	 •	 Stop	 unwanted	 behaviors	 •	 Care	 for	
children	diagnosed	with	ADD/ADHD	When: January 25-March 14, 6:00-
8:00	p.m.	(each	Thursday	for	10	weeks).	Where: via	Zoom	time.	Cost: Free 
to	Butler	County	residents.	Get	a	gift	basket	valued	at	$40.00	or	more	just	
for	completing	the	class	successfully	and	get	your	name	in	a	Grand	Prize	
Drawing,	also!	To	register	or	for	more	information,	email	Patsy	Bolden	at	
pbolden@ccswoh.org	or	call	513-867-7072.	(If	you	live	outside	of	Butler	
County,	you	are	more	than	welcome	to	join	us.	You	are	simply	required	to	
cover	the	cost	of	the	syllabus,	which	is	$31.00+	shipping	and	handling.)	

HELP LOCAL REFUGEES –	 With	 a	 large	 influx	 of	 refugees	 coming	 to	
Cincinnati,	 Catholic	 Charities	 Southwestern	Ohio	 Refugee	 Resettlement	
Services	needs	your	help	for	the	families	we	are	receiving.	We	especially	
need	donations	of	 furniture	and	other	household	 items	 (linens,	dishes,	
pots	and	pans,	etc.).	Volunteers	are	greatly	needed	to	pick	up	furniture	
and	set	up	housing,	as	well	as	to	serve	as	mentors	for	refugee	youth.	To	
find	lists	of	needed	items	or	to	learn	more	about	volunteering,	please	visit	
www.ccswoh.org	or	call	our	office	at	513-241-7745.	

PROJECT RACHEL –	 A	 ministry	 of	 the	 Archdiocese	 of	 Cincinnati	 that	
serves	anyone	who	has	experienced	the	loss	of	a	child	due	to	abortion.	
Individuals	 can	 engage	 in	 this	ministry	 for	 healing	 through	 one-on-one	
conversation	with	peers,	consultation	with	a	priest	(including	in	Spanish),	
support	 groups,	 retreats	 for	 mothers	 who	 lost	 a	 child,	 and	 a	 day	 of	
reflection	 for	 anyone	 (father,	 grandparent,	 friend,	 etc.).	 Go	 to	 https://
projectrachelohio.org/	 or	 call	 the	 Project	 Rachel	 Help	 Line	 at	 513-784-
0531	for	information.	All	conversations	and	emails	are	confidential.	Next 
retreat: March 8-10, 2024. 



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JANUARY 6/7, 2024

SERMON FOR THE EPIPHANY – MATTHEW 2:1-12
The	Greek	language	has	two	words	to	describe	“time.”	Chronos	measures	time	according	to	a	clock.	There	are	31,536,000	
seconds	in	one	year.	You	can	use	this	interesting	factoid	to	appear	intelligent	at	parties.	The	other	word	is	Kairos,	which	
describes	time	as	events	that	are	so	important,	they	can	change	your	whole	life.	An	example	of	Kairos	time	would	be	the	
birth	of	a	child.	Every	Kairos	is	an	opportunity	to	reveal	something	good.	

The	Epiphany	is	a	Kairos	moment	when	God	reveals	He	has	entered	the	chaos	of	human	life.	Chaos	is	moments	in	life	
that	are	messed	up	and	make	no	sense.	One	of	the	most	predictable	things	about	human	life	is	that	life	is	unpredictable.	
Things	seem	to	be	going	great	and	then,	“bam,”	the	doctor	says	“You	have	cancer”	or	your	son	says,	“Dad,	I	wrecked	the	
car.”	Every	New	Year	will	have	trials,	tribulations,	difficulties,	and	“crosses”	that	you	have	no	control	over.	But	God	does!	
Every	cross	is	a	Kairos	moment	that	God	uses	as	an	opportunity	to	reveal	His	presence,	His	care;	His	love.	When	God	
says	He	is	with	us	always,	He	means	it.	God	is	not	offering	empty	words.	As	the	Epiphany	Star	shown	most	brightly	in	the	
darkness	of	night,	expect	God	to	shine	most	brightly	in	the	dark	moments	of	your	life.	It	is	in	darkness	where	God	will	
reveal	His	presence	the	most.	Your	cross	is	where	He	will	bless	you.	

I	share	with	you	a	Kairos	moment	when	God	used	chaos	to	teach	me	an	important	life	lesson.

For	many	years,	I	was	a	Chaplain	at	the	old	Providence	Hospital	on	Glenmore	Avenue.	I	would	put	my	car	keys	in	the	top	
drawer	of	the	desk	in	the	back	office.	The	door	was	never	locked	because	nothing	of	value	was	there.	One	day,	I	noticed	
a	young	man	coming	out	of	that	office.	I	asked	him	if	he	needed	help,	but	he	just	quickly	walked	away.	Nothing	seemed	
to	be	out	of	place	or	stolen.	

After	the	four	o’clock	Mass	ended,	I	opened	the	top	desk	drawer	to	get	my	keys.	They	were	gone.	That	dude	stole	my	
keys!	I	ran	outside	to	see	if	my	grey	Ford	Focus	was	still	in	the	parking	lot.	He	stole	my	car!	He	used	the	fob	to	find	my	car	
and	steal	it.	I	panicked.	I	had	to	go	up	north	to	perform	a	wedding.	And	my	phone	was	inside	the	car!		

A	man	and	woman	who	were	at	 the	Mass	 saw	my	distress.	 I	 told	 them	someone	 stole	my	car	 and	 I	have	 to	get	 to	
Kenwood	for	a	wedding.	The	man	replied,	“Don’t	worry.	My	wife	and	I	will	get	you	there	and	take	you	home.”	“But	I	live	
all	the	way	in	Batavia!”	He	laughed,	“If	it’s	located	in	the	United	States,	we	can	make	it.”

While	taking	me	to	the	wedding,	God	used	this	couple	to	teach	me	a	spiritual	lesson	that	I	have	carried	ever	since.	

At	first,	I	got	on	the	“pity	pot,”	bemoaning	the	theft	of	my	car.	I	expressed	feelings	of	anger	and	violation.	“Who	would	
want	to	steal	a	Ford	Focus?”	After	I	calmed	down,	the	man	spoke.

“Father	Mike,	you	have	to	put	things	 in	perspective.	Do	you	remember	the	Beverley	Hills	Supper	Club	Fire	in	1977?”	 
I	responded,	“Yes,	I	do.	My	sister	and	brother-in-law	were	supposed	to	attend,	but	canceled	at	the	last	minute.	They	were	
going	to	celebrate	Memorial	Day	there.	Thank	God	they	didn’t	go	because	that	fire	killed	over	160	people.”

The	man	said,	“My	sister,	her	husband	and	my	niece	did	go.	They	all	died	celebrating	my	sister’s	birthday.”	Upon	hearing	
that,	I	couldn’t	speak.	I	felt	so	small,	so	embarrassed,	belly-aching	about	my	stupid	car	when	this	man’s	loss	was	so	much	
greater	and	devastating	than	mine.	He	then	explained	what	it	means	to	put	suffering	in	perspective.

“To	 this	day,	 I	 still	don’t	understand	why	God	 let	 this	happen.	 I	probably	never	will	 in	 this	 life.	But	 I	do	believe	 that	
somewhere	in	this	tragedy	there	was	a	blessing.	Their	death	saved	my	marriage.	It	brought	my	wife	and	I	closer	together.	
It	brought	us	both	closer	to	God.	I’m	not	saying	God	willed	this	tragedy	to	help	me	and	my	wife,	but	I’m	saying	that	God	
can	be	seen	through	the	tears.	I	do	believe	I’ll	see	my	family	again.”	

This	wise	man	taught	me	that	even	when	our	sky	is	at	its	darkest,	there	is	a	star	called	faith	that	leads	us	to	the	Christ.	
Keep	the	faith.	

–	Fr.	Mike

(A	postscript.	My	car	was	found	three	days	 later,	abandoned	on	a	street	 in	North	College	Hill.	Before	ditching	 it,	 the	
robber	helped	himself	to	the	in-dash	radio	as	well.	I	was	at	peace.)
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BURWINKEL
DENTISTRY

393-1634
Philip A. Burwinkel, D.D.S.

Ann Burwinkel-McKenzie, D.D.S.

Rhoads-Edgington
Funeral Home

Bring this bulletin in  
for a 15% discount  
on our full service.

937-393-1435
edgingtonfuneralhomes.com

RAY’S AUTO 
SALES

Buy Here –
Pay Here

6150 U.S. 50

393-2286

PURDINS AUTO 
PARTS, INC.
“We Buy Scrap  

Metal & Junk Cars”

4501 U.S. 50

364-3200

Anderson-Ebright 
Funeral Home

306 S. Washington Street
Greenfield

937-981-3066
www.ebrightfuneralhome.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
Air Conditioning

429 S. Washington St.,
Greenfield

1-800-589-9722

RICK CORNELE

• New Construction 
• Remodel
• Service

937-393-2012

TURNER
FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY

Hillsboro • Lynchburg • Leesburg
937-393-2124

People You Know...People You Trust...
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

James T. McKown, DDS
393-9913393-9913

938 W. Main Street, Hillsboro
Listen to WLRU

Master 
Feed Mill

of Hillsboro, Inc.

Steve Ventura, Owner
410 N. West Street, Hillsboro

937-393-4424
Convenient Drive-Thru!!

Bag & Bulk Feed
Delivery Available

AUTHENTIC
CHINESE RESTAURANT

Dine-In, Carry-Out & Catering
All-You-Can-Eat Buffet
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Thur: 10:30-10
Fri-Sat: 10:30-11   Sun: 11-10

www.number1chinabuffet.com

937-393-2338 • Fax 937-393-2298
1092 N. High St., Hillsboro

1460 N. High St.
sherwoodautocampersales.com

937-393-3821

TheLaurels
of Hillsboro

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
175 Chillicothe Avenue, Hillsboro

www.Laurelsofhillsboro.com
Please call 937-393.1925 to inquire about services

Experience the Laurel Way of Caring
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HESKETT INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.

TODD HESKETT, Agent

937-393-1944
110 East Main St., Hillsboro

COLLINS SEPTIC, LLC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SEPTIC TANK &
GREASE TRAP CLEANING

Bruce & Chyane Collins, Parishioners

740-606-8436

WLRU 106.9 FM
“The Lord is Right for U.”

937-981-4081    www.murrayfetro.com
380 Jefferson Street, Greenfield

Hapner
Law Offices, LLC

127 North High Street

393-3487

Parishioner

1255 N. High St., Hillsboro
393-5583

157 Jefferson St., Greenfield
937-981-3233
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AMERICAN WAY TAX 
& ACCOUNTING, INC.
201 N West St, Hillsboro

937-393-2201
937-393-2281

Teresa Covert, CPA

• Free Delivery
• Drive-Thru Service

Full Line of Medical Equip
Downtown Greenfield

981-2454
Parishioner

& MEDICAL SUPPLY

Big Ernie’s
Pizza

836 South High St.
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133
937-393-8500937-393-8500
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www.SouthernHillsCommunityBank.com 
 MEMBER FDIC 

TO PLACE AN AD, 
CALL DEE PRINTING 
1-800-292-9020

Auto & CampersAuto & Campers

WAGENSELLER, FOLEY, HOLLINGSWORTH & CO
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

PATRICIA A. HERRON, CPA
101 North South Street 937-382-4847 - Fax
Wilmington, OH 45177 1-800-446-8504 - Toll Free
937-382-5549, Ext. 108 email: pherron@wfhco.com

Coachmen
Leader to the Great Outdoors.

walkerrealestateadvisor.com • 937.402.4092
934 W. Main St. • Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

HEARTLAND KENNELS OHIO, LLC

Pet Boarding-Grooming
Daycare & Training

937-393-9611
8094 St. Rt. 73 Hillsboro

www.fourseasonspetllc.com

In Compliments of
BELL GARDENS 

PLACE
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In Compliments of
MCCARTY 

ASSOCIATES

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO MAKE OUR BULLETIN POSSIBLE, 

AT NO COST TO THE PARISH.

Crosshairs 
Armament, LLC

(937) 402-5121
10231 OH-72, Leesburg, OH 45135
sd@crosshairsarmamentllc.hush.com

Tues-Fri. 11a-6p
Sat. 10a-6p
Sun. 1-5p
Mon. Closed

Beverly Lamphier
Realtor®

Cell: 513-532-2689
Fax: 513-875-2653
beverlylamphier@howardhanna.com
beverlylamphier.howardhanna.com

Our bulletin is printed
at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers 
cover all expenses. 

We thank them and encourage 
you to support their businesses.


